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There can never be any serious doubt among Christians as to the 
duty of parents to give their children a Christian education. They 
may differ in opinion as to the proper way of fulfilling that duty, but 
the duty itself is too clearly specified in the Word of God to admit 
of any serious contradiction. ‘‘Fathers, bring up your children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord’’—there is no plainer word 
of command on all the pages of Holy Writ, none that might be 
evaded less easily. It would seem, however, that the true duty of 
the Church, of each individual congregation on this matter is not so 
plainly expressed in the Word of our Lord; for we observe that no 
part of church work is so decidedly, so grossly neglected as is the 
training of children in that knowledge which is priceless above all 
other knowledge. Pass through the length and breadth of our land 
and take account of what the churches are doing in this direction, 
unless you happen to strike those Lutheran churches which are 
earnest laborers in the field of parochial school work, you will find 
Protestant Christians so strangely apathetic in this matter, that you 
might well be excused for believing that the Lord of the Church had 
left her no instructions whatever in this direction. And yet, your 
conclusion would be wrong, so fatally wrong that it is of the utmost 
importance for us all to become alive to one of the most sacred duties 
imposed upon the Church in general, and upon each individual con- 
gregation in particular. Let us approach this matter in the spirit of 
those who are willing to hear and to do, whatever the Master may 
require of them, the subject of our discussion being: 

THE DUTY OF A CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION IN REFERENCE 
TO THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 
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oa L: 

In the first place, let us ask of the.Lord wherein this duty 
consists. 

We find His answer recorded for all times in our text which 
is the familiar command given by Him to His disciples ere He left 
them to ascend to the throne of glory. We are in the habit of call- 
ing it His missionary command; thus we acknowledge that these 
words tell us what mission it is we Christians have in this world. 
It has pleased our gracious Lord that His kingdom on earth should 
be built and ever extended, not by bright messengers from heaven, 
but by sinful men, even by those who have first washed their robes, 
and have made them bright in the blood of the Lamb. Out of sheer 
gratitude to their Master, such persons are eager to carry abroad the 
message of salvation ; little urging do they need to preach the Gospel. 
And as they are one body in Christ, they join forces; not only as in- 
dividuals, but as churches, as congregations, do they labor for Christ. 

The command of the Lord, more literally, though less elegantly 
translated, tells the Church to ‘‘go into all the, world and make all 
men disciples by baptizing them, and by teaching them to observe 
whatsoever He has commanded to us.’’ Thus our instructions em- 
brace a twofold activity: baptizing and teaching. 

We easily perceive how baptizing people makes them disciples 
of Christ. Baptism is not merely a rite of initiation, but it is, as 
Paul tells us, the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost: By the water and the Spirit men are born again, and thus 
enter the kingdom of heaven. To be baptized means to be cleansed 
from sins. In Baptism, then, did Christ store up all the treasures 
of His kingdom, all those priceless gifts which He has bought with 
His precious blood. Whoever is baptized, is thereby endowed with 
all the privileges of a child of God and obtains citizenship in the 
everlasting kingdom of God. 

It is also plain to any one who wishes to see that the authority 
to baptize is given by Christ not to one man alone, not to the apostles 
alone, but to the Church, and thus to every congregation of Christ. 
It is the privilege of the Church to dispense the blessings of Baptism 
to all who desire and need them, and as every privilege implies a 
duty, so it is the duty of the Church to make it possible for all men 
to be baptized and thus to become disciples of Christ. Hence it is 
that every congregation which is anxious to do the will of the Lord 
appoints one man to act as its agent, if I may use the word, an agent 
who through the call of the congregation becomes a minister of 
Christ, and whose particular duty it is to make public proclama- 
tion of the Gospel and to administer Baptism. And there is no one 


| 


u u Al m Du | 


IN REFERENCE TO THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. i 


among us who would dare to say that children should be excluded 
from the benefits of this arrangement; since we are to make all na- 
tions disciples of Christ by baptizing them, children surely are to 
be included, yea, the Lord tells us that of such is the kingdom of 
heaven. Hence our church takes special care to have children bap- 
tized, and no one would refuse his aid for this purpose. 

But we are to make men Christ’s disciples, not alone by bap- 
tizing them, but also by teaching them to observe all that He hath com- 
manded unto us, and the latter part of His command is no less ex- 
plicit and clear than the former. We readily see that by doing this 
we shall make men Christ’s disciples; for the Gospel of Christ is 
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. But 
faith cometh by hearing; men must be taught what Christ has said 
that, knowing it, they may believe. After a person has come to 
Christ, there is constant and pressing need that he should grow in 
knowledge of the Word, which is the only means whereby the tender 
flower of faith can be nurtured and strengthened so as to weather 
the storms of affliction and temptation which constantly beset the 
children of God. And it is Christ’s will that His disciples should 
know all that He has commanded them; hence, instruction must 
be thorough and constant, so that whatever has been learned shall 
not be forgotten. 

It goes almost without saying that this part of Christ’s com- 
mandment pertains with special and peculiar force to children. If 
any there be who need to be taught the will of their Lord, surely 
our children are such; and if any there be with whom we may ex- 
pect most glorious results of that instruction, our children surely 
present the most promising field. Their tender hearts are like mel- 
low soil into which the divine seed of the Word may be cast with 
the expectation of a rich harvest. It has been said by the worldly 
wise that whosoever has the children, to him belongs the future. 
Apply this to the kingdom of Christ, and you will find its truth es- 
tablished. If there is to be a Church after we are gone, if God is 
to be worshiped in His Son after our generation shall have passed 
away, then ours is the time for securing this result. Let us’make 
our children His disciples by teaching them all that He has com- 
manded unto us. 

Very well, you say, let Christian parents see to it that this be 
done; I have no children of my own to rear, or, my children have 
grown to man’s estate, and there is no duty left for me in this respect. 
But are you quite certain that you are right in this position? Do 
you agree with me that the words of our text express the command- 
ment of Christ to His Church? And did you cheerfully agree that 


20 SERMON ON THE DUTY OF THE CHURCH 


it is the,duty of the Church to secure the baptism of children? 
How, then, can you possibly escape the conclusion that the latter 
part of the commandment applies with equal force to the Church? 
To be sure, it is the parents’ duty to instruct their children in reli- 
gion, as it is their duty to secure for them the blessings of Baptism ; 
but our text is spoken, not to parents alone, but to the Church, to 
every single congregation, to all members of the congregation with- 
out exception. Those same persons who are told to baptize are told 
to teach, and if they are to baptize children among others, then they 
are also to teach children as they teach others. There cannot be the 
slightest doubt but that Christ requires His Church to take care of 
the spiritual education of those children whom she has baptized, 
and that He will take her to account for any negligence in this 
direction. It is not the question whether you have children of your 
own who should be educated; the question here is whether there 
are children in the congregation to which you belong — children 
who were baptized. As soon as you find them, you know that you, 
with all other members of your congregation, are required to teach 
these children all that He has commanded unto us. 

Do you refuse to have this charge laid upon you? Nay, let us 
rather remember that the charge comes from Him who has prom- 
ised a reward for even a cup of water given to one of these little 
ones. Let us gladly assume the task of giving children the Bread 
of Life, and try to discover the way in which this may best be done. 


IE 

How may a Christian congregation best succeed in its duty toward 
children? 

Grown members of the church are well taken care of through 
the public preaching of the Word as practiced in our churches. 
When we call a minister to serve us, we charge him with this duty 
that he must publiely teach all who will hear whatever Christ has 
commanded unto us. We also require that all who would be Chris- 
tians shall continue in this doctrine by attending public services 
regularly and with devotion. We invite strangers to come to our 
meetings and hear what God has spoken. And doing this, we feel 
certain that we are carrying out a goodly portion of that mission 
with which Christ has sent us forth into the world. ; 

But how about the children whom we are also to teach? Are 
we doing our whole duty to them by inviting them to our services? 
There is no room for doubt that children do receive valuable instruc- 
tion through public preaching. The Word of God is a wonderful 
wisdom, so deep, so unfathomable, that the most learned of men 
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may never reach its utmost depths, and yet so limpid, so divinely 
simple that an infant’s mind may grasp its saving truths. As this 
Word is the burden of our sermons, it is right that children should 
be taken to church from a tender age, in order that they may hear 
what there is for them to learn. But will this instruction be sufhi- 
cient for their needs? Will the Church in this manner be able to 
teach them all that the Lord has commanded unto us? If a child 
has already received some knowledge of the Word of God, it may 
surely derive great benefit from a sermon; but are we certain of the 
result? Sermons are naturally directed chiefly to the adult hearers, 
and are adapted to their mental capacities; but to insure the full 
benefits of our instruction to the child, it will be necessary to ac- 
commodate ourselves to a child’s way of thinking and learning. 
As this is not possible for him who speaks to the entire congrega- 
tion, there is every reason to think that a child, even if it attend 
our meetings regularly, will not receive what is due to it as to one 
of the little disciples of Christ. Does it not appear to you that the 
congregation will have to cast about for some effective way to reach 
the children— really to reach them? The Master has left us free to 
choose the means, merely giving us instruction as to the work He 
requires of us. 

Recognizing the necessity, a great number of churches have es- 
tablished Sunday schools, and in Lutheran churches these are always 
supplemented by confirmation classes. No one will have the hardi- 
hood to say that these two institutions are without any value what- 
ever. As both the Sunday school and the confirmation class spend 
all their time in the consideration of the living Word of God, there 
must result some benefit to the children. But it is well to consider 
whether these institutions do really suffice for the accomplishment 
of the task with which the Church is entrusted, and even a passing 
examination will warrant a flat denial. In the Sunday school you 
have the children for one hour each week— will it be possible in 
that time to teach them all that Christ has commanded us? Would 
you believe that a child could master even all of arithmetic and be- 
come a good accountant if one brief hour a week were all the time 
it could devote to the study? And yet there are a thousand con- 
gregations that rest quite content with such meager spiritual fare as 
the Sunday school can furnish their children! Is it astonishing that 
the religious spirit is on the wane in our country since the churches 
fail to furnish children the needed instruction in the one thing 
needful? Is’it surprising that such churches must needs complain 
that their membership is steadily decreasing, since they fail to reach 
and to keep their children? And even where a congregation has 
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the effective institution of confirmation -classes, do you think that 
even the most earnest effort of the pastor can succeed in teaching 
the children all that Christ has commanded unto us, if those chil- 
dren come to him without even the most elementary knowledge of 
spiritual things? Take your boy to a blacksmith and offer that 
artisan the following terms: The boy to visit the smithy for one 
hour a day on five days of the week, and the smith to guarantee 
that within six months the boy will be an accomplished worker in 
iron and steel. You know what the smith’s answer would be; he 
would tell you that no man ever yet became a master worker with 
the hammer and anvil under such conditions; that it will require 
several years of close and steady application to the work of the 
smithy before the boy may be called a master of his craft. We 
know that the man is right; but why is it that while we are wise in 
the things of this world, we sometimes harbor such foolish ideas in 
that which pertains to the kingdom of God? If a trade cannot be 
learned in six months of steady application, how can our children 
learn all that Christ has commanded us, all the wisdom of His 
kingdom, by such meager instruction as even the most earnest 
pastor will be able to give in the course of a few months? 

There is but one choice for a Christian, for a Lutheran congre- 
gation — one choice which the experience of centuries has proved 
effective—one arrangement by which we really can hope to do 
our duty by the children and teach them all that Christ hath com- 
manded unto us, and that choice is the establishment of religious 
schools which shall be open to the children five days in the week, 
precisely like those schools which the State maintains for the use of 
the children of the world. Religious schools for Christian children 
must be our watchword if we desire to fulfill our duty and to give 
our children what they need. Religious schools, not schools of 
religion where religion should be taught to the exclusion of all other 
knowledge, but schools in which religion, claiming the best time of 
every schoolday, shall also pervade all other instruction, being the 
divine force which controls and governs the entire school, teacher 
and pupils alike; religious schools, where the secular sciences are 
always subject to corrections from God’s Word; religious schools, 
where a child’s character may be truly formed along the lines which 
God Himself has laid down. In such schools alone may we hope 
to educate our children as God would have it, teaching them all 
that His Son has commanded unto us. 

Such a school should be found in every Christian‘ congregation, 
leaving the schools of the State entirely to those who care not what 
may be the will of the Master. And will you here begin to figure 
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the cost, declaring that the expense would be too great? Rather 
say at once, and honestly, that you do not desire to fulfill your 
Lord’s instructions to His Church. You do not object that the 
work of our missionaries outside of the congregation is too expen- 
Sive; you are willing to contribute that Christian teaching may be 
brought to little Indian children in Arizona, or to the little ones in 
far-off China and Japan: is it any the less missionary work if you 
help to take care of the children of your next-door neighbors? Or 
are the children in your congregation less valuable in your eyes 
than those of red-skinned or olive-complexioned parents? We may 
be sure that they are not so in the eyes of the Master, who has said: 
Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones. And do you 
really believe that He will have patience with your excuse that you 
have no children of your own to raise and so need not take thought 
about Christian schools? The State, using its sovereign right, taxes 
you for the benefit of its schools, without asking whether you have 
children to take care of or not, although the State is nowhere com- 
manded by God to educate children; how much less will the Lord 
look at such an excuse in your case and the case of your church, 
where His commandment is clear and explicit? 

But it is not out of fear of God’s wrath that we should all work 
together for the establishment and maintenance of Christian schools 
in our congregations; let the driving force rather be the overpower- 
ing love of God. If this love of God, the love of Christ, is truly 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, as Paul says; and if 
this is the love of God that we keep His commandments, as John 
assures us—then we will not hesitate in carrying out, in the case 
of our children, that parting instruction of the Lord: Teach them 
to keep all that I have commanded unto you. Let the Christian 
school be a live issue among us, upon which to concentrate some of 
our best missionary efforts, and may the Lord establish the work of 
our hands upon us. Amen. J, SCH. 


u 


Funeral Sermon for a Virgin. 
Devt. 33, 3. 


Since olden time death has been called the king of terrors. 
There is nothing else which man dreads so much as death. The 
miser, whose heart is so tied to his money that he would not give 
a dollar to save his neighbor from starvation, would nevertheless, 
when the mower knocks at his own door, give all his possessions 
to escape death. 
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What is it that makes death so terrible to man? Death is the 
ending of ‘this bodily life. It is natural for earth-born man to love 
his life in this world. He has his ambitions, his pursuits, his joys. 
Death puts an end to them all. Death separates man from his loved 
ones; it takes him away from his possessions; it sunders all earthly 
ties. In man’s death laughter dies on his lips, the light goes out 
from his eye, joy is taken from his heart, and his body is handed 
over to decay. But that which gives to death its sharpest sting is 
mentioned in the word of Scripture: ‘‘It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment,’’ Hebr. 9,27. Death summons 
man to judgment, and his conscience bears him witness that he will 
not be found guiltless. 

Is there no remedy for death? Man has made many discov- 
eries, but a remedy for death has never been found. Man may yet 
make many inventions, but a preventive for death he will not find. 
The fruit of Adam’s sin, death, will remain while the world stands. 

But thanks be to our God who has given us a remedy for the 
fear and terror of death. This remedy does not take away death, 
but it so changes death that it is no more a hideous monster, but 
rather a messenger of joy and gladness. This remedy is com- 
mended to us in this Book. It has been tested by many and has 
been found genuine. We have an instance before us of a maiden 
meeting death quietly, without fear and terror of heart. Commend- 
ing this remedy let me speak to you on 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF OUR DECEASED SISTER AS A PROOF 

OF GOD’S LOVE TO HER. 
Four things do we learn from this text: 
I. God loves His people; 
Il. He guides them with the hand of love; 
III. He teaches them the way of life; 
IV. He performs His Word to them. 


I 


This text is taken from the dying song of Moses. When he 
reviewed what God had done for the people of Israel, how He had 
delivered them out of bondage, had given them His Law and had 
brought them through the desert to the fertile valley of Jordan, then 
Moses was filled with admiration, and he exclaimed: ‘‘ Yea, He loved 
the people.’’ No man can read the history of Israel without being con- 
strained to say, Yea, God loved that people, loved it with atender love! 

This love of God extends to all His people on all the face of the 
earth. ‘‘The Lord is good to all: and His tender mercies are over 
all His works,” Ps. 145, 9. Daily we are surrounded by proofs of 
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His love in all the works of nature. But the greatest token of His 
love God gave when He sent His angel to proclaim to men: ‘‘Unto 
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.”’” God sent His only-begotten Son, in order that He 
should take on Himself the guilt of men and suffer the penalty of 
sin on the cross, that the sins of sinners might be forgiven and they 
might be received into everlasting communion with God. And now 
this is the word of God to men: Whosoever believeth on this Jesus 
Christ shall not perish, but shall have everlasting life. Those who 
cling to this Jesus Christ as the Friend and Savior of their soul, 
shall dwell with God and the Lamb in one tabernacle. And is this 
love? Ifa man has committed a crime against me and I give my 
son to be sentenced in his place, that I may persuade my enemy to 
be reconciled to me and to come and dwell with me in my house, 
must you then not say that I show love to that man? Since God 
has given His only Son to die for us that we should dwell with Him 
in His mansions above, we must verily join in with Moses and say: 
““Yea, He loved the people.’’ 


i 


Now those who adhere to this Jesus Christ with heart and soul 
God does not only love as His creatures, but as His children; not 
only as a woman loves her neighbors, but as a mother loves her chil- 
dren. They are dear to Him as the apple of His eye, and He does 
the very best by them. Therefore Moses adds the words: ‘‘ All His 
saints are in Thy hand.’’ A just man will do good to all his neigh- 
bors, but his own children are his special care. Over these he 
watches day by day to do what is best for them. God does good 
to all men, but the names of His children are engraven on the palms 
of His hands. He has them before His eyes continually and is ever 
mindful to do the best by them. 

Thus God loved your deceased daughter and sister, and thus 
He did by her. God granted her a modest heart, a quiet and happy 
temperament, and what earthly thing is better than a quiet life? 
Vulgar enjoyments she never sought, but delighted in art, and the 
pictures which her pencil drew will remain an honor to her remem- 
brance as long as they last. What nobler adornment is there for 
a lady than the love of art, poetry, and music? And after a quiet 
life God granted her a quiet death. She was fully conscious up to 
the very last, and there was no terror, no fear of death with her. She 
finally slept away almost like an infant dies without apprehension. 

What is the secret of such a quiet and peaceable death? The 
Christian knows where his soul is going, that it will come to God 
and will be at rest. We speak of the river of death, a murky, re- 
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pulsive stream. When the unbeliever is to wade this river he recoils 
from it and says: ‘‘No man knows what will become of him. He 
is terrified by the presentiment that no good is expecting him on 
yonder shore, that he will land at a calamitous and an evil place. 
How could the unbeliever die quietly, when he knows that he must 
now go to meet God against whom he sinned and who is able to de- 
stroy both body and soul in hell? The Christian must also wade 
that river, and its waters are repugnant to nature, but he has little 
regard of it, because he has his eye fixed on yonder shore, where he 
sees laughing glades and blissful fields, and he says: Once through 
this river and all will be well. 

How can the Christian speak so? It is because his trust is in 
Christ. It is this that makes one a Christian, this faith, this con- 
fidence, this persuasion, that Jesus Christ did make atonement for 
his sins, that all which he has done amiss is canceled by the blood 
of Christ and is obliterated forever; and he concludes: ‘‘Where 
there is forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salvation.’”’ The 
true and living faith makes the soul sure of Paradise. I do not 
wonder that you have tears to wipe, but I offer you these words as 
a mollifying salve: Flora, the Blooming, bloomed in the faith of 
Jesus Christ, and therefore she fell asleep quietly. 


II. 


While I am speaking these things there are probably some in 
this assembly who count them incredible, who say within them- 
selves: How is it possible that any man or woman, however good 
they may have been, can be so positively sure of getting to heaven 
as to meet death quietly, yea, cheerfully and gladly? How can 
this thing be? Now I do by no means profess myself able to answer 
such skeptical enquirers to their own satisfaction. I am well aware 
that no man on earth can have a true conception of what a living 
faith in Jesus Christ is, if he has not himself experienced it. A blind 
man may repeat what others tell him about color, yet he does not 
really know what color is, because he has no experimental knowl- 
edge of it. Only one who has himself in his own heart experienced 
faith in Jesus Christ truly knows what a power it is, and what cer- 
tainty it brings to the soul. Nevertheless, let me direct skeptic en- 
quirers to the words of this text: ‘And they sat down at Thy feet.’ 
These words tell us, how and whence faith in Jesus Christ is ob- 
tained: from the Word of God. 

We see it in the life and death of our deceased sister. In holy 
Baptism God received her into the covenant of grace, implanting 
her into Christ. Then her parents took her into Christian training, 
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and as soon as she was old enough they sent her to a Christian 
school, where she was daily instructed in the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and was led to love the Lord Jesus Christ. When she 
had reached maturer years she attended catechising, and to-day, after 
she has fallen asleep in Jesus, I count it a high privilege that I was 
permitted to instruct her. She loved to learn the Gospel, and at 
her Confirmation she knew what she was doing when she pledged 
herself to her Lord. Therefore she also continued in the love of 
God’s Word. It was a rare thing for her to be missing at public 
worship; for she loved to be there. 

If you are skeptically inclined, or doubtful whether there is 
anything in religion, let me direct you to the example of this maiden. 
In school and at catechising the teachings of the Holy Scriptures 
were instilled into the mind of this girl. This Word proved itself 
in her, what it in truth is, the Word of God. By the influence and 
the power of the Holy Ghost this Word proved itself a living seed in 
her, and, taking root in her heart, it fully, completely persuaded 
her that the salvation of the soul in Jesus Christ is an unalterable, 
undying, everlasting fact. Instructed in the Scriptures from a child, 
her heart was so confirmed in the faith of Christ that even grim death 
could not shake it. If you would be prepared to meet death quietly 
you must not dread the labor and trouble of learning the Scriptures. 
Remember it well: this maiden sat at the feet of Jesus, and she knew 
where her soul was going. 


IV. 

And her faith did verily not deceive her. Our text concludes 
with the words: ‘‘Hvery one shall receive of Thy words.’’ Every one 
will receive what the words of this Book apportion to him. It has 
threats for the unbelieving and the wicked, and they will be obliged 
to drink of the cup of God’s wrath. This Book says: ‘‘He that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned,’’ and verily, it will be so. You can 
see it in the death of the unbelieving; for they go hence with terror 
in their hearts. And this Book says: ‘‘He that believeth and is 
baptized, shall be saved,”’ and verily, it isso. You can see it in the 
death of the believers in Jesus. They go as such who know that 
their eyes shall see what their heart believed. 

The Lord, in whose hand this maiden was when living and yet 
is after her demise, has verily done the best by her. In the marriage 
hall of the Lamb she is happier than any earthly groom could have 
made her. She is spared the temptations, trials, and sorrows which 
would have been in store for her if she had lived to old age. Let 
this consideration soothe your sorrow. And forget not that for those 
loving the Lord Jesus Christ there is a meeting again in the here- 
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after. If you fall asleep in Jesus Flora will be among that shining 
band which will welcome you to the realms of glory. 

Let us sit down at the feet of Jesus and listen to His words, to 
learn from Him how to wrap our souls in the mantle of His right- 
eousness, in which we can cheerfully go to appear before the throne 
of God. He is our Advocate with the Father; to Him let us hold. 

May it please God to grant me and all who hear me this day a 
departure out of this world like unto that of this maiden: in full 
consciousness and in full confidence. 


My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray, 
Thy peace may bless my dying day. 


Amen. HKG 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 
Mart. 8, 23—27. 

The incident described in our Sunday’s Gospel illustrates a 
common occurrence in the life of every true Christian. The Chris- 
tian is a voyager on life’s sea, and meets with many a storm before 
he reaches heaven’s peaceful harbor. But severe and long-enduring 
as his storms of affliction may prove, a Christian has no reason to 
despair, for under the guidance of his Savior his trials and afflictions 
prove, not disasters, but blessings, which serve to keep him in the 
course that ends on Zion’s blissful shores. Let us consider: 

CHRISTIAN AFFLICTIONS. 

I. What are Christian afflictions ? 

a. Not those which we bring on ourselves by neglect of our 
Christian duties in our different stations of life; or by positive 
wrong-doing; or by neglecting the means of grace, etc. A fflic- 
tions arising from such causes are chastisements through which 
the Lord would lead us to repentance, Jer. 3, 12. 13. 

b. But those that befall us in following Christ, v. 28 f.: a. in 
our secular affairs, ?. in our spiritual life. 

Il. What a great blessing they prove to be. 

a. They preserve us from false security and incite to fervent 
prayer, v. 25. 

b. In them the Lord reveals the glory of His saving power, 
v. 26, and tender love. (Though He chides His weak disciples He 
helps them.) 

c. They serve to strengthen faith and evoke sweet praise of 
God, v. 27. Therefore: Ps. 42, 11. F. Wi... 
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Sexagesima Sunday. 
Luke 8, 4—15. 

In this Gospel the Lord Jesus likens the Word of God to a seed. 
A seed is a very little thing, hut what power is contained in such a 
small seed! Imbedded in the right kind of soil it sprouts in due 
time, the blade appears, it grows into a stem extending higher and 
higher until the blossoms come forth and, the fruit develops that 
affords nourishment to man and beast. How wonderful are God’s 
works in the realms of nature! Likewise there is a wonderful hidden 
power in the Word of God, a power even more wonderful than the 
power in the seed. For the Word of God enters into the human 
heart. The Word of God is from heaven, and so great is the power 
of this heavenly thing that it will take possession of the sinful 
human heart, and cleanse it from the filth of sin, and transform it 
into a temple of the living God. The Word of God remains a liv- 
ing thing always, and never becomes extinct. Men live and die, 
generations come and go, one age succeeds another, but the Word 
of God stands forever, unabating in its saving, life-giving power. 

The Bible is the Word of God. The Bible is God’s revelation 
to man. How attentively and diligently should we hear this Word! 
Alas! our Gospel reveals the sad truth that most men pay little or 
no attention to the voice of God. Subject: 


THREE CLASSES OF MEN AS TO HEARING THE WORD OF GOD. 


I. Such as will not hear the Word. 
Il. Such as hear the Word without benefit to themselves. 
III. Such as hear the Word to their salvation. 


i, 


There is, in the first place, a class of men who will not hear 
the Word of God. 

a. V.8. The Lord tells the reason why He began this new 
method of teaching divine truths by parable, v. 10. In His previ- 
ous discourses, as in the sermon from the mount, Jesus had spoken 
to the people in plain words. What was the result? The Pharisees 
and Sadducees watched His words that they might find therein a 
flaw upon which to build up an accusation against Him. The 
parables mystified and perplexed these enemies of Christ so that 
they could not bring a direct charge against Him, and others were 
attracted thereby and led to inquire after the hidden meaning. 
When Christ began to speak in parables the time had come to 
which John refers in the sad words, ‘‘From that time many of His 
disciples went back and walked no more with Him.”’ They would 
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hear Him no more. <A class of men had formed who would not 
hear the Word of God. 

b. How great is in our days that class of men who will not 
hear the Word of God! «a. We shall not speak of those who were 
brought up in ignorance of the divine Word and taught to antago- 
nize the Christian faith. Though they have no excuse for despising 
the Word of God, especially in Christian lands, amid Christian 
stirroundings, in the very shadow of Christian churches, yet their 
indifference and antagonism may be accounted for. — #. But what 
of those who have been baptized, brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, instructed in the true faith, and who have 
tasted of the good Word of God and the powers of the world to 
come — what of those thousands who have heard the Word of God 
and hear it no more? Can anything be said in their defense? Is it 
not a deception which they attempt to foist upon themselves when 
they bring forth their vain excuses? Can they deny that they trans- 
gress the divine command which bids them go to church and hear 
the preaching of the Word? Third Commandment. John 8, 47. 
Luke 11, 28. Rom. 10, 17. Does not Jesus say in our Gospel, ‘‘He 
that hath ears to hear let him hear’’? Some say, I can pray and 
read my Bible at home. This you should do, 1 Thess. 5,17. John 
5, 39. But if without good reasons you shirk your duty of attend- 
ing the divine service, Hebr. 10, 25, you sin against the first table 
of the Law. Are you guilty? Seek forgiveness with Christ, and 
make it a point henceforth to be a regular attendant at the house 
of God, Prov. 28,13.\ 1 John1,, 7. 


1l: 


There is a second class of men who hear the Word of God, but 
without any benefit to themselves. 

a. The inattentive hearers, v.5.12. Wayside hearers come to 
church now and then, at least. But the sermon does not interest 
them. Their thoughts wander. Or they soon begin to yawn, and 
their eyelids drop, and sweet slumber carries them away into dream- 
land. Is it surprising that these derive no benefit from the Word 
of God? Ecel. 4, 17. 

b. The superficial hearers, v. 6. 13. The rocky-place hearers 
are the emotional people with an unstable character. Sick and tired 
of the husks of this world they come to church. The Word of God 
makes an impression upon them. They are truly converted. They 
take a lively interest in the affairs of the church and in the king- 
dom of God. All things go well until temptations come. Perhaps 
their former friends in the world ridicule them, or they must suffer 
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losses in consequence of their connection with God’s people, or they 
meet with trouble in the church, or great tribulations come upon 
them. Thatends it. They lose the faith and stay away. Matt. 24, 13. 

c. The worldly-minded hearers, v. 7. 14. The thorny-ground 
hearers are either only outwardly connected with the church, or, if 
they for a while believe, their faith soon succumbs to worldly inter- 
ests and the craving and satisfaction of carnal desires. They hear 
the preaching of the Word and even take an interest in divine things 
to a certain extent, but their hearts incline toward the world. They 
would serve God and the world, two masters. Cares, riches, and 
pleasures of this life have taken possession of their souls. They 
bring no fruit to perfection. 


III. 

May God grant that we all belong to the third class of men who 
hear the Word of God to their salvation, v. 8.15. Good-soil hearers. 

a. They hear the Word. Glad for Sunday to come when their 
souls shall be fed with the Bread of Life. From the preaching of 
the Law they perceive that they are damnable sinners, and from 
the preaching of the Gospel, that they have perfect forgiveness 
through the wounds and suffering of their beloved Savior Jesus. 

b. They keep the Word in a good and honest heart. Ponder 
during the week what they have heard on Sunday. Take their Bible 
and do like the people of Berea, Acts 17,11. Treasure the Word in 
their hearts and let neither the devil nor the world take it from them. 

c. They bring forth fruit with patience, the fruit of the Spirit, 
Gal. 5, 22. 23. 

Conclusion. — Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, and 
keep it in their hearts, and bring forth its glorious fruit. The Word 
of God is unto them a savor of life unto life. It will afford them 
comfort in the days of adversity. It will restore peace to their 
minds when their sins trouble them. It will finally guide them 
to life eternal. H-®. 
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Outline for a Confessional Sermon. 
Ps. 25, 18. 


We have assembled to-day to confess our manifold sins to our 
God, to be again assured of His forgiveness by His Word of abso- 
lution and to partake in His sacrament of the true body and blood 
of Christ our Lord as a pledge and seal of this forgiveness. But 
only then shall we receive the whole blessing that God so freely 
and graciously offers in the absolution and the Lord’s Supper, if 
we come with a sincere heart as truly penitent sinners. What is a 
penitent sinner? We will learn this from our text. 
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DAVID AS AN EXAMPLE OF A TRULY PENITENT SINNER. 
He prays in our text: 

I. ‘‘Look upon mine affliction and my pain.” 

a. David brings before God his affliction and pain. Those were 
not earthly afflictions or bodily pain he complains of. He was a 
ereat king in the midst of his success and glory. His affliction and 
pain are his sins. V.18b. David knows he is a sinner, a poor and 
‚lost sinner, shapen in iniquity and conceived and born in sins. 
(Ps. 51, 5.) He knows of no righteousness of his own, of nothing 
that he might bring before God but sin and transgression. — So 
must we appear to-day before the Lord as poor sinners. 

b. His sins are to David affliction and pain. His sins grieve 
him bitterly. It pains and afflicts him that by his transgressions 
he has offended his God and heavenly Father. He is aware that 
he has deserved nothing but punishment, God’s wrath, death, and 
damnation. So shall we come before our God in deep sorrow and 
‘true contrition of our hearts. Christ calls those to Himself who 
labor and are heavy laden with their sins. (Matt. 11, 28.) 


c. All his sins and transgressions David confesses to his God. 
He does not conceal his trespasses, nor does he endeavor to excuse 
his transgressions. Purely and sincerely he acknowledges himself 
before God a poor sinner. So will we appear before God as poor 
sinners in deep contrition of our hearts and confess our sins unto 
Him without concealing or evading our guilt. 

II. “And forgive all my sins.’ 

a. David knows that he is a great sinner, but in his sins he 
does not despair. From his sins he turns to his God. To Him he 
brings all his affliction and pain and asks forgiveness for all his 
sins. He does not offer to atone for his sins, but asks God to look 
in mercy and pity upon his affliction and pain and to graciously 
forgive him all his sins. But how can David come before God the 
most Righteous and Holy and ask free pardon, forgiveness of sins? 
David knew of the promised Messiah, and believed in Him, in His 
atonement for our sins. Trusting in Christ he comes to God and 
firmly believes that for Christ’s sake God will forgive him all his sins. 


b. He is a truly penitent sinner, who, though acknowledging 
his sins, does not despair, but turns to God, his Savior, and asks 
forgiveness of Him in the name of Jesus Christ. In His name we 
can boldly appear before the holy God. Christ is our righteousness. 
He has fulfilled the Law of God for us. He took our sins upon 
Himself and suffered all our punishments in our stead. In His 
Supper He tells every communicant individually that His body was 
given and His precious blood was shed for the remission of our 
sins, and gives him this His body and blood as a pledge and seal of 
His grace and forgiveness. He who believes in Him is free from all 
sin, he is God’s beloved child and has salvation and eternal life. 
He will come to the Lord’s table as a worthy guest. 

May God the Holy Ghost grant that we all come as poor sin- 


ners, and believing in Christ obtain forgiveness of sins and life ever- 
lasting 
g. 


